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This  week's  letter  from  our  Washington  correspondent  reports  some  news 
from  the  Forest  Service.     Writes  our  correspondent: 

"Have  you  heard  that  the  foresters  have  been  dropping  food  from  the  sky 
lately?    It's  a  fact,     They've  been  putting  eggs,  glass  jars  of  food,  canned 
milk,  and  water  into  parachutes  and  dropping  the  'chutes  from  an  airplane.  This 
is  part  of  some  receuv  experiments  in  food  delivery.    You  see,  they  are  trying 
to  find  some  quick  way  to  get  food  into  remote  parts  of  national  forests  to  feed 
fire-fighters. 

"The  emergency  parachutes  which  the  foresters  have  been  trying  out,  they 
made  from  the  large  burlap  sacks  generally  used  for  bagging  wool.     The  burlap 
pieces  are  about  6  feet  square.     In  one  try-out  they  dropped  9  dozen  eggs  5 
tondred  feet  m  one  of  these  homemade  parachutes,  and  only  2  eggs  were  broken, 
-neyhave  also  dropped  canned  food  in  glass  jars,  canned  milk,  water,  and  even 
•ools  to  men  fighting  fire  beneath.     The  foresters  report  that  this  new  delivery- 
c=ttol  saves  a  good  deal  of  much-needed  time  in  emergencies. 

«riD    '^eCause  *he  forest  Service  is  so  interested  in  preventing  fires  in  the 

ods,  it  recently  got  together  some  helpful  rules  for  closing  up  a  summer  camp 
--  .ottage-~to  prevent  fire  or  other  damage  during  the  closed  season.  Even 
People  vathout  a  cottage  to  close  may  be  interested  in  these  suggestions. 

"The  foresters  advise  first  that  you  dispose  of  all  rubbish  like  papers, 
old  magazines  and  rags— especially  oil  coths  or  those  that  have  been  used  for 
cleaning  or  painting.    And  they  say  all  matches  should  go  in  a  tight  container 
wat  mice  cannot  gnaw. 

"Mice,  you  know,  not  only  eat  matches  but  also  candles  and  the  wax  tops  on 
cott   Jars,.even  soaP  mid  soaP  flakes,  when  they  are  very  hungry.     In  vacant 
4^^'  miCe         S(luirrels  often  Set  into  mattresses  and  make  nests.  Some 
**pers  nang  mattresses  and  pillows  on  the  room  partitions  to  keep  them  out  of 
*■  W  of  small  animals  during  the  winter. 

scran         f°r         f°Qd  in  the  cottaSe>  the  foresters  say:     'Dispose  of  every 
«e7'n    Vln§  nothin£  for  mice  or  insects.     Flour,  sugar,  spices  and  salt  will 
4i£t  lV      ^  ^  moisture-Proof  containers  such  as  tin  boxes  or  glass  jars  with 
i  anv     ^    D°n      l6aVe  PackaSed  f00d  like  cereals  which  have  been  opened.  Fats 

<*V  Kind,  will  become  rancid.    And  bottled  liquids  and  canned  goods  are  likely 

Ireeze  and  burst.  1 
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"To  prevent  rust  on  bed  springs^  stoves  and  screw  heads,  rub  a  little  oil 
over  them.    This  is  especially  important  if  the  climate  is  damp. 

"As  for  blankets,  comforters,  sweaters,  bathing  suits  and  woolen  camp- 
clothes,  they  snould  spend  the  winter  in  a  tight  box  or  trunk  with  napthalene 
:v  some  other  moth-protective  substance  on  them.    And  to  make  sure  they  keep 
safely,  brush  and  air  them  before  putting  them  away. 

"Close  all  fireplaces  and  range  dampers,  and  -olug  any  holes,  such  as 
refrigerator  drain  pipes  where  mice  and  insects  might  come  into  the  house. 

"Shut  off  water,  electricity  or  gas*. and  drain  any  pipes  and  traps. 

"The  foresters  also  suggest  that  you  put  away  curtains  so  they  will  be 
clean  and  ready  for  next  year,  but  that  you  pull  down  any  shades  to  baffle 
mqu1S1tive  prowlers.     In  cold  or  rainy  climates    storm    shutters  are  needed. 

w      '^orest  -^vice  news  this  week  also  includes  some  from  the  men  who  have 
h«  studying  range  plants  that  are  of  special  value  to  ranchers  and  farmers  on 

If  plaftf  °VtI^°  ??St:  rep°rt  800  Val-able  masses,  her^and 

arowse  plants,    i  mety-eight  01  these  plants  are  true  grasses.     The  foresters 
sWe    hat  altogether  there  are  more  than  10  thousand    flowering  species  on  the 

es.    As  you  know,  the  Forest  Service  is  in  charge  of  the  rang^mana^elnt  in 
fcietd.      °StS'  ^  iS  StU^ing  thS  ^llty»  ^  continuftTSf 

ror^i  laSt  n°WS  Uum  0n  n)y  list  is  about  a  new  way  to  dry  veeetabl 

ST  "Tory  Tde  «?  the  n9H  Departmont  of  ^AZTilZlLy 

laurel,  Misott.sippi,    by  a  chemist  from  the  Chemical  Foundation. 

cte.ical^Mch  cause TTto  Itj^t^  1*,  SXp°Sed  t0  the  ^  <*  a 

*>".  easilv  SesfT    I    t  6  "^-soaked.    In  this  condition  the  juice  is 

«t  en   LPp"      ed"  "tlbl^'f-6,^6  °r  f°r  "Nation  for  future^ 
diced  S,eeLo?atoed   Xt^      lstd"od  f°r  storage.    During  the  experiments. 

&  juxce  vas  S=n  orcss,  d  o         ,    M1  !T  »atcI-s°*od  at  the  end  of  an  hour. 
«*  of  th    r  v  vegetnhlo      C Ir^ °d  V^T  50  *°  85  Peroeat  «f  the  total 
PWess,  dried  IS  L  V  !    V0SetaDles.  tr°a*od  according  to  the  " 

'«»«a  uro  thoy  f  ooli  onlv  J*T*U*  temperature.    At  room 

iMh  orocostL^    r  7         0UrS*    Thls  is  diff^ent  from  the  older  and  more 

k i&'d^'^s.s." lone  periods  of  air-dryin« the 

"fte  chemists  have  aprlied  for  a  public  service  patent  for  the  new  process." 
*l.  concludes  the  week-  s  no™  notes  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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